Appendix E

What Children Should Know and Be Able to Do When They Enter Kindergarten –
An example of skills, behaviors, and knowledge related to school readiness

Introduction

Kindergarten students are active learners.  In kindergarten classrooms, they solve problems, talk, draw, paint, build, dramatize, write, and read as they interact with their peers and with materials.  Over time, teachers collect observations of students within the classroom setting and review the work that children produce in order to have documentation to support fair and accurate evaluations of student performance.

The assessment used is the Work Sampling System( (WSS) that is nationally and internationally considered a state-of-the-art assessment system for early education.  The WSS is not a conventional readiness test.  It is not used to place students in particular programs.  On the contrary, it is designed to support the learning of each student toward consistent expectations across seven curricular domains. 

From September to late October 2003, teachers observed students’ behaviors, documented their learning as they interacted with materials, and collected samples of their classroom work.   During that time, they continually assessed kindergarten students on each of 30 performance indicators across the seven curricular domains.   At the same time, MSDE provided staff development for all kindergarten teachers, oriented them to the assessment protocol, and trained them in the use of the assessment system and standards-based instructional practices.

Within the first two weeks of November 2003, teachers reviewed their documentation and rated each student based on specific guidelines.  They reflected on what they knew about each student before deciding which rating best described the student’s performance at the time.   

What are the typical skills and behaviors for children who are considered “fully ready?”

A student who consistently demonstrates skills, behaviors, and abilities, which are necessary to meet kindergarten expectations successfully, is considered “fully ready.”

The following examples are based on the Work Sampling System (WSS)™ Developmental Guidelines for Kindergarten and represent only a sample of what “full readiness” in November might look like for the 30 WSS indicators across the following domains.

1. Personal and Social Development.  This domain considers emotional and social competence.  It describes children’s sense of responsibility to themselves and others, how they feel about themselves and view others.  It also refers to children’s ability to interact with peers and adults and how they make decisions and solve social problems.
A student rated at Full Readiness in this domain might:
· choose consistently familiar classroom activities during center time.

· finish working on an assignment and take it to the "finished work" basket.

· accidentally tear a page of a book and helps the teacher repair it.

· ask another child, "What's your name?" then uses the name to begin a conversation.

2. Language and Literacy.  This domain organizes language and literacy skills for listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

A student rated at Full Readiness in this domain might:

· ask the school nurse, "Are apples healthy to eat?" after listening to her talk about healthy foods.

· offers “box” to rhyme with “fox” or clap out syllables for one- or two-syllable names.

· use simple, but complete sentences when speaking (for example, when getting ready to go out to the playground, says "I want to find a worm.")

· use the pointer and lead a group reading a familiar rhyme or chant, moving the pointer from left to right and from top to bottom.

· get a book from the book corner to find out what to feed the ladybug found on the playground.

· cover a sheet of paper with letter-like symbols and letters while painting at the easel and say, for instance, “These letters are in my name.”

3. Mathematical Thinking.  The focus of this domain centers on children’s approaches to mathematical thinking and problem solving.  Children think in patterns, understand relationship among objects, and organize objects and ideas.

A student rated at Full Readiness in this domain might:
· try unsuccessfully to fit two different blocks into a space while building a structure, then "measure" the space with hands and match length to a block that fits.

· move around the circle and count each of 12 girls in the classroom to supply information for the "Girl and Boy Graph".

· use red and yellow inch cubes to create an ABAB pattern around the edge of a table.

· find three different types of solid rectangles on the block shelf and say, "These are all rectangles.”

4. Scientific Thinking.  The focus of this domain is on the children’s active involvement in the scientific method through hands-on activities that encourage active investigation of the natural and physical world.

A student rated at Full Readiness in this domain might:

· ask some "Why?" questions (for example, "Why are there always worms on the sidewalk when it rains?").

· look at skin with a magnifier and say, "I never knew we had little lines in our skin.”

· watch a demonstration of boiling water and tell the teacher, "It's disappearing into the air."

· wonder aloud while watching a worm, "What happens to worms in the winter? Do they move inside houses?”

5. Social Studies.  The emphasis of this domain is on the gaining of understanding of human interdependence and the relationships between people and the environment.  Study of present day and historical topics encourage the acquisition of social and cultural understanding.

A student rated at Full Readiness in this domain might:

· look at a book about people from many parts of the world and talk about obvious differences in hair styles, clothing, and gender.

· make a booklet called "Jobs" and draw pictures representing some details about three jobs.

· offer, "We could find out on the computer," when someone wonders how to learn about whales.

· take part in a discussion about clean-up time and say, "If we don't clean-up, the room will get messier and messier.”

6. The Arts.  This domain considers how children express their understanding and appreciation for the arts.  Through children’s engagement with dance, dramatics, music and visual arts, they are able to express what they know and understand of the arts, culture, and history.

A student rated at Full Readiness in this domain might:

· “perform” a duet for the class with a friend while playing the tambourine.

· dance to music, changing motions when the mood or tempo of the music changes.

· use clay, paint, markers, etc. with a purpose in mind (for example, says, "I'm going to paint a storm today.").

· after visiting an art museum, say, "My favorite one was the painting of the red bird."

7. Physical Development and Health.  This domain emphasizes physical development as an essential part of a child’s well-being.  Gross motor skills relate to children’s ability to control, balance, and coordinate body movement.  Fine motor skills lay the foundation for writing, artistic expression, and self-care (e.g., tying shoes).    Another component encourages children’s understanding and managing their health and safety.

A student rated at Full Readiness in this domain might:
· move quickly in all directions during a game of dodge ball.

· work on a frameless puzzle, using the picture on the box cover as a guide.

· hang up coat and put knapsack in cubby upon arriving at school.

· contribute appropriate ideas to a class list of healthy snacks (for example, apples and cheese).
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