Tips for Reading Readiness

As your child begins to learn how to read, your child must understand basic concepts like recognizing a letter, word, sound, drawing, writing and reading.  Other fundamental concepts include collections of letters which make up words and collections of words which make up sentences.  Higher level concepts include terms of position or order such as first and last word, beginning, ending, and next.
Before reading, say to your child ……



Concept
This is the front of the book.




Front Cover Recognition

This is the back of the book.




Back Cover Recognition

This is the title.





Title Recognition

This is the title page.





Title Page Recognition

This is the page we read first.




Beginning of Text Recognition

This is the way we go when we read.



Left to Right Recognition

(point to the words as you read)

This is where we go at the end of the line.


Return Sweep 

During reading….

As you read to your child, point to each word

Reading Concept

so that there is an exact match between the 


Number of words spoken and the number of

words printed.

After reading, say to your child….

This is a word. (Put your fingers around the word.)

Word Concept Recognition

This is the first word on the page.



First Word Recognition

This is the last word on the page.



Last Word Recognition

This is a letter.
 (Put your fingers around a letter.) 

Letter Concept Recognition 

Name some letters on the page.



Letter Concept Recognition

This is a capital.





Capital Letter Recognition

This is a small letter.





Small Letter Recognition

This is a (.) period, (?) question mark,


Punctuation Marks Recognition

(“”) quotation marks, etc.
After modeling these concepts to your child, find out what your child has learned by asking, “Where is the front of the book?” or “Which way do I read?”   These types of questions will reinforce your child’s learning.  

