MINUTES OF THE MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Tuesday – Wednesday

May 20-21, 2003

Maryland State Board of Education

200 W. Baltimore Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201






   The Maryland State Board of Education met in regular session on

Tuesday, May 20, 2003 and Wednesday, May 21, 2003 at the Maryland State Board of Education building.  The following members were in attendance:   Ms. Marilyn Maultsby, President; Ms. Jo Ann T.

Bell, Vice President; Dr. Philip Benzil; Mr. Dunbar Brooks; Rev. Clarence Hawkins; Mr. Walter Levin; Dr. Karabelle Pizzigati; Dr. Edward Root; Mr. Walter Sondheim, Jr.; Dr. John Wisthoff; Ms. Caroline Gifford and Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, Secretary/Treasurer and State Superintendent of Schools.  Early departure on Tuesday only:  Mr. Walter Sondheim, Jr.  Absent on Wednesday only:  Dr. Karabelle Pizzigati.  

   Valerie V. Cloutier, Principal Counsel, Assistant Attorney General and the following staff members were present:  Mr. Richard Steinke, Deputy State Superintendent for Instruction and Academic Acceleration; Dr. Ron Peiffer, Deputy State Superintendent for Academic Policy; and Mr. Anthony L. South, Executive Director to the State Board.  Absent on Tuesday only:  Dr. A. Skipp Sanders, Deputy State Superintendent, Office of Administration.

CONSENT AGENDA

   Upon motion by Mr. Sondheim, seconded by Dr. Pizzigati, and                        

ITEMS



with unanimous agreement, the State Board approved the consent






agenda items with an amendment to the minutes as follows: 

(In Favor – 11):


Approval of Minutes of April 29-30, 2003


Personnel


Budget Adjustments

RECESS AND


   Pursuant to §10-503(a)(1)(i)&(iii) and §10-508(a)(1), (7) & (8) of   
EXECUTIVE



the State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and 

SESSION



upon motion by Rev. Hawkins, seconded by Dr. Pizzigati, and with

unanimous agreement, the Maryland State Board of Education met in closed session on Tuesday, May 20, 2003, in Conference Room 1 at the Maryland State Department of Education.  The executive session commenced at noon.  

RECESS AND   

  The following members were in attendance:  Marilyn Maultsby; 

EXECUTIVE

Jo Ann T. Bell; Philip
Benzil; Dunbar Brooks; Clarence Hawkins;

SESSION

Walter Levin; Karabelle Pizzigati; Edward Root; Walter 

(continued)

Sondheim, Jr.; John Wisthoff; Caroline Gifford; Nancy S. Grasmick;  


Richard Steinke; Valerie V. Cloutier; and Anthony South.


   The State Board deliberated the following appeals and the decisions of these cases will be announced publicly:



(
Marie Lowe-Yates v. Prince George’s County Board




of Education – employee termination

(
Debra McDaniel v. Montgomery County Board of Education – student transfer

(
Joseph Shade v. St. Mary’s County Board of 

Education – denial of promotion






   The State Board also authorized the issuance of a pending opinion.

Dr. Grasmick discussed the budget deficit in the Baltimore City Public Schools and issues arising thereunder.  The State Board took no action on this matter.

Dr. Grasmick and Ms. Cloutier discussed the requirement under No Child Left Behind for placing a school system in corrective action and the implications for the Baltimore City public school system.  The State Board took this matter under advisement.

Dr. Grasmick briefly discussed the status of the lease arrangements for the National Academy of Finance at Port Discovery.  Ms. Cloutier answered questions regarding lease terms.  The State Board took no action on this matter.

Dr. Grasmick briefly discussed two personnel matters involving the Baltimore City public school system.  The State Board took no action on these matters.

Marilyn Maultsby presented the recommendations of the State Board committee for nominees to fill three vacancies on the Baltimore City Board.  The State Board unanimously voted to send the recommendations forward to the Mayor and Governor for their consideration.

Dr. Grasmick notified the Board that she will be meeting with the Prince George’s Board President and new CEO. State Board members 

 


unanimously agreed that Dr. Grasmick and her staff should offer 

follow-up training to the Prince George’s Board members.

RECESS AND

  
   Dr. Grasmick notified the State Board that she will attempt to  

EXECUTIVE



mediate a school redistricting dispute in Allegany County.  The State

SESSION 



Board took no action on this matter.

(continued)

Dr. Grasmick briefly mentioned a personnel matter in the Dorchester County public school system.  The State Board took no action on this matter.

Marilyn Maultsby discussed an internal management matter with the State Board.

The executive session concluded at 2:00 p.m.







HEARINGS

COMAR



   The Board heard testimony from 9 persons on this regulation.  The   

13A.01.04.01 --.08 


Board received written testimony from 4 persons.

(REPEAL and NEW)

PUBLIC SCHOOL

STANDARDS

COMAR 13A.07.09.01--.07

   The Board received no verbal or written testimony on this 

(NEW) PARAPROFESSIONAL
regulation.

CREDENTIALING

COMAR 13A.08.01.18--.20

   The Board heard testimony from one person on this regulation.

(NEW) STUDENTS -

No written testimony was received.

UNSAFE SCHOOL TRANSFER

OPTION

COMAR 13A.12.01.13

   The Board received no verbal or written testimony.

(AMEND) - CERTIFICATION 

ADDING NEW

CERTIFICATION AREAS

PUBLIC COMMENT

   The Board heard comments from the following persons:








Patricia Foerster








Robert Tansey








Rev. Harris Thomas








Jenise Atabek








Jacqueline Rice








Billy Greer





Donald Harmon







Leslie Cowing

EDISON



   Dr. James Foran, Director, High School and Postsecondary 
         

CONTRACT



Initiatives, and Dr. Zelda Holcomb, Vice President of Operations,

CONTINUATION


Edison Schools, Inc. reviewed the continuation of this contract.  In

the third year of the contract with Edison Schools, Inc, it is required that the State Board make a decision regarding the continuation of the contract for two additional years.

   Dr. Foran reported that the performance of the Edison Schools has continued to show substantial progress.  The schools achieved 85.3% of Benchmark 1 (Professional Certification) this school year.  All three schools achieved Benchmark 2 (MSPAP) this school year, and all three schools achieved 100% of Benchmark 3 (Financial Reports, Parent Outreach, and Professional Staff Development).

   Dr. Holcomb indicated that Edison Schools wishes to continue this partnership between the State and the Baltimore City School System 






in operating the three Edison Schools.

Upon motion by Mr. Sondheim, seconded by Dr. Wisthoff, the State Board agreed to continue the services of Edison Schools, Inc. for the remaining two years of the contract for Furman Templeton Academy, Gilmore Elementary, and Montebello Elementary schools.






(In Favor – 11)

HIGH SCHOOL


   Mr. Gary Heath, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of 

ASSESSMENT


Planning, Research and Information Management, reviewed the

STANDARDS


timetable and procedures for the standard setting process for the

SETTING



high school assessments.  Students entering grade 9 beginning in the 

PROCESS



fall of 2001 were required to take the assessments in order to receive a  






Maryland High School diploma.  






   During the week of July 14th, the State will assemble approximately 

300 persons into 13 groups.  The participants will include teachers, principals, local education staff, stakeholder groups and policymakers.  The participants must also have content and grade-level expertise.  The 13 standard setting groups are as follows:





Maryland School Assessment (MSA) reading -   4 groups






Grades 3, 5, 8, 10






MSA math -  4 groups







Grades 3, 5, 8 math






High School Assessments -  4 groups







English I, algebra/data analysis,








government, biology







Independence Mastery Assessment Program (IMAP) - 1 group

HIGH SCHOOL


   The Psychometric Council will review the work of all groups, 

ASSESSMENTS


ensure that quality controls were followed, and that the standard 

STANDARD SETTING

setting process is technically sound.  Those comments and 

PROCESS



recommendations will be forwarded to the Review and Articulation 

(continued)



Committee.

The Review and Articulation Committee will review the work of all groups and the Psychometric Council.  They will ensure that the rigor is equivalent among grades and subjects; review articulation among grades and subjects, and then forward these recommendations to the State Superintendent.  

Mr. Heath stated that at the July Board meeting, the State Board will be asked to set the MSA and IMAP standards for the year 2014.

Upon motion by Dr. Benzil, seconded by Mr. Levin, the State Board authorized the State Superintendent to direct the standard setting committees to develop performance standards for the High School Assessments that will apply to students entering grade 9 in the 2004-2005 school year.  This does not mean that the State Board has made a decision to tie passage of these assessments to the diploma at this time.  (In Favor – 10.  Mr. Sondheim not present when vote was taken.)

PRESIDENT’S


   Ms. Maultsby stated that the State Board has forwarded a list of

DISCUSSION


candidates for the three vacancies on the Baltimore City Board of

School Commissioners to the Governor and Mayor.  She gave remarks at a workshop on Family and Community Involvement. 

Rev. Hawkins spoke to two community action groups regarding Head Start.

Dr. Root spoke to the Deans and Directors of Teacher Education Programs on the report prepared by the Quality Teacher Workgroup.

Dr. Benzil visited several schools.




   Ms. Bell attended a meeting for the military academy in Prince 




George’s County in preparation for welcoming their new 


Superintendent.  She attended a reception for Dr. Metts, the outgoing CEO of Prince George’s County Schools.  She also attended a press conference for the new CEO of Schools for Prince George’s County, Dr. Hornsby.  Ms. Bell made a presentation to the Prince George’s County Board committee on Business and Community.

   Dr. Wisthoff served on the selection committee for nominees for the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners.

PRESIDENT’S


   Dr. Pizzigati brought to the Board’s attention a new report entitled 

DISCUSSION


“Leaving Too Many Children Behind.”

(continued)

Mr. Brooks participated on a panel sponsored by the Association of School Business Officials at their annual conference.  He served on the selection committee for nominees for the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners.  Mr. Brooks also attended alumni day at Frederick Douglas High School.

Dr. Grasmick and Dr. Sanders participated in Teacher Appreciation Week by teaching magnetism to a 4th grade class.

ADJOURNMENT


   The State Board adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

RECONVENED


   The State Board reconvened on Wednesday, May 21, 2003 at






9:05 a.m.

COMAR



   Dr. Carol Ann Baglin, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

13A.05.01 & .02 (AMEND)

Special Education, provided a review of these amendments.  These

PROVISION FOR A

regulations were submitted to the United States Department of

FREE APPROPRIATE

Education (USDE) as documentation of the State’s eligibility for

EDUCATION AND


federal funds to support the provision of services to students with

ADMINISTRATION

disabilities.  The USDE required the State of Maryland to make

OF SERVICES FOR

additional technical amendments to State regulations in order to

STUDENTS OF


approve the receipt of federal funds under the Individuals with

DISABILITIES


Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  The technical revisions involved  

the use of specific wording within the State regulations to ensure local school systems and the public understand the State and public agency obligations for child find, private school placement by public agencies, independent educational evaluation, and the process involved in civil actions.

   Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Ms. Bell, the State Board adopted these revised regulations.  (In Favor – 10)

COMAR



   Dr. Carol Ann Baglin, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

13A.08.04 (NEW)


Special Education, and Ms. Joanne Carter Assistant State 

STUDENT 



Superintendent, Division of Student and School Services, provided a

BEHAVIOR



review of these new regulations.  These regulations were developed

INTERVENTIONS


in response to HB 569 which required a task force to develop






regulations regarding the implementation of standards for student






behavior intervention practices.






   Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Dr. Benzil, the State Board






adopted these new regulations.  (In Favor – 10)

AMERICAN



   Dr. Lawrence Leak, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

BOARD FOR



Certification and Accreditation, and Ms. Kathy Madigan, President, 

CERTIFICATION


American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence, reviewed 

OF TEACHER


this new initiative.  Dr. Leak indicated that this is an initiative 

EXCELLENCE  


undertaken by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) as a viable 

alternative certification option that would compliment the State’s Resident Teacher certification regulation.

   Ms. Madigan stated that the organization has received a $5 million grant from the USDE to create viable alternative certification routes and a master teacher certificate.  The organization was created in September 2001 by the National Council on Teacher Quality in partnership with the Education Leaders Council.  The American Board was created to develop high quality teacher credentials that are portable, time efficient and cost effective.  Specifically, the passport certification is designed for individuals first entering the teaching field and the master teacher certification is developed for experienced teachers to recognize high merit based on classroom effectiveness.   The American Board uses an alternative approach to certifying its teachers and both certificates are designed to meet the teacher quality requirements of No Child Left Behind.
   Ms. Madigan indicated that to participate in passport certification, the individual must:

· Hold a bachelor’s degree or higher;

· Pass a criminal background check;

· Pass a series of rigorous examinations demonstrating subject area mastery, written language skills, and a fundamental knowledge of teaching;

· Document participation in a high-quality instructional experience that is classroom focused.





   The certification areas are:





Elementary (K-6) – Passport available in Summer, 2003






English (6-12) – Passport available in Fall, 2003







Mathematics (6-12) – Passport available in Fall, 2003







Master Teacher Certification in Elementary, English and








Math will be available in 2004.






   The American Board offers:

· Passport Certification for prospective teachers

· Master Teacher Certification for experienced teachers

· Rigorous standards

· Online preparation materials

· Statewide recruitment programs

· Computer based assessment

· Ongoing research

AMERICAN BOARD

   Ms. Madigan indicated that certificates issued by the American 

CERTIFICATION


Board, just as those issued by the National Board for the Professional 

(continued)



Teaching Standards, must be accepted by individual state education 

agencies.

FEDERAL



   Ms. Sharon Nathanson, Federal Legislative Liaision, provided an

LEGISLATIVE


update on recent legislation in Congress.  The House passed the

UPDATE
Workforce Reinvestment and Adult Education Act on May 8th.  The provisions of this act relate to both the Adult Education Programs and the Vocational Rehabilitation Programs.

The House also passed the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) on April 30th.  This bill is HB 1315 – Improving the Educational Results for Children with Disabilities Act.  This bill provides some relief from the paperwork functions and some changes in procedural compliance issues.  The bill does not include a mandatory funding provision.

Both of these bills still need to be approved in the Senate.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

   Ms. Irene Padilla, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

SUMMER READING

Library Development and Services; Ms. Stephanie Shauck, Public 

PROGRAM
Library Consultant, Division of Library Development and Services; and Ms. Kit Bloom, Children Specialist, Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped Branch, Division of Library Development and Services, presented an overview of this reading program.  Ms. Padilla stated that the 2003 Summer Reading Club:  Blast Off to Reading, is a cooperative project of the MSDE and Public Libraries in Maryland and the District of Columbia.


   Ms. Shauck reported that Maryland’s public libraries have created 


summer reading clubs to encourage children, teens, and their families


to read for fun and information.  In 2000, staff were asked to help


create a statewide cooperative project.  The Baltimore County Public Library extended the services of their graphic artist to offer creative products to all 24 public and 3 regional library systems.  


   Ms. Shauck reported that in the second year of this project, staff was asked to include a club that would target middle school readers.  That population continues to show a positive response.  

   Online summer reading club enhancements and new ways of connecting with schools continue to be developed.  Public libraries have created successful partnerships with the schools and local businesses to promote summer reading.  

   Ms. Bloom discussed the increased popularity of this program with the students they serve who are blind or visually impaired, or have learning or reading disabilities. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

   Dr. Grasmick announced the MSDE has received the Take 15 for

The Family Golden Achievement Award from the National School Public Relations Association.  The award will be presented this summer in Denver, Colorado.

   MSDE has also been awarded the Innovative Award from the Education Commission of the States for the work of the Visionary Panel.  This award will be received this summer.

TEACHERS OF


   Dr. Grasmick welcomed Maryland’s 2003 Teachers of the Year. 

THE YEAR



Maryland has participated in the National Teacher of the Year 

RECOGNITION
Program for over thirteen years.  The national program is sponsored by the Council of Chief State School Officers in partnership with


Scholastic, Inc.  


   Major sponsors of Maryland’s program include:  Comcast, Bank of America, Lockheed Martin, Maryland New Car and Truck Dealers’ Association, Northrop Grumman, Sallie Mae Fund, McDonalds Family of Greater Baltimore and M & T Bank.  Also, this recognition has received support from the Maryland State Teachers Association.


   Dr. Grasmick announced the honorees as follows:



Allegany County

Paul E. Adams



Anne Arundel County
Weldon Andre Jones



Baltimore City

Monica Carr



Baltimore County

Paul Winfield



Calvert County

Maria DiBello



Caroline County

Bernadette France



Carroll County

Jaime M. Jezovnik 



Cecil County


Anne M. Gellrich



Charles County

Elaine A. Tubb

 

Dorchester County

Nancy M. Phillips



Frederick County

Charlene Fraser



Garrett County

Richard F. Stevens, Jr.



Harford County

Donna M. Clem



Howard County

Nancy Koza



Kent County


John Rose



Montgomery County

Barbara P. Jeweler



Prince George’s County
Gabriel Louis Digennaro, Jr.



Queen Anne’s County
George M. Radcliffe, Jr.



Somerset County

Karen Linamen



St. Mary’s County

Patricia L. Teague



Talbot County

Amy Rebecca Tubman



Washington County

Pamela Jane Michael



Wicomico County

Aaron D. Deal



Worcester County

Carvel LaCurts


   Ms. Darla Strouse, Director of Corporate and Foundation Partnerships, announced that each recipient will receive a State Board citation, portfolio and a special commendation letter from Dr. Grasmick.

OPINIONS
   Ms. Cloutier announced the following opinion:

(   03-20   Teresa Muise-Magruder v. Board of Eduction of 

Montgomery County – The State Board has affirmed the local board decision on a student discipline matter.

ADJOURNMENT


   The State Board meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.










Respectfully submitted,










Nancy S. Grasmick










Secretary/Treasurer

NSG:sgc

APPROVED:
June 24, 2003
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