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2013 MSA Science Results 

 MSA Science meets the requirement to test 
students in science at least once in 
elementary, middle and high school (HSA 
Biology) 

 Sixth reported year 
 Tests administered in grades 5 and 8 
 Science results are reported and included in 

the School Performance Index 
 

2 



2013 MSA Science 

 Multiple choice and constructed 
response 
 On-line assessment with paper/pencil 

option 
 Just under 122,200 students tested 
 56.8% of Grade 5 and 62.5% of Grade 

8 tests were administered online 
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Science Comparison 2012 to 2013 

Grade 5   
 Scores declined 1.5% 
 FARMs declined 1.8%, ELL showed progress 

.6%, Special Ed declined 4.2% 
Grade 8 

 Scores showed small progress of .7% 
 FARMs showed progress of 1.6%, ELL   

        showed progress of .9%, Special Ed  
        declined .8%        
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MSA Science Results by Subgroup 
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MSA Science Results by Subgroup 
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Science 
 Percent Proficient and Advanced 
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2008-2013 Gap Reductions 

Group Grade 5 Grade 8 
FARMS 0.1 -5.9 
ELL 0.1 0.4 
Special 
Education 8.6 4.5 
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2011-2013 Gap Reductions 

Group  Grade 5 Grade 8 
African American -0.9 -2.2 
Hispanic -0.7 -2.3 

  

9 



School System Observations 

 Compared to 2012 
 4 systems improved at Grade 5 
 12 systems improved at Grade 8 
 2 systems improved at both grade levels 
 Sixteen school systems tested more than 95 

percent of students on-line.   
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Questions & Discussion 
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